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Collective Impact of Community Foundations 
[BY-LINE]

During the week of November 12-18, 2016, [NAME OF FOUNDATION] will join hundreds of community foundations across the country to celebrate Community Foundation Week. For more than 25 years, the effort has raised awareness about the increasingly important role of these philanthropic organizations in fostering local collaboration to address persistent civic and economic challenges.

Though you may not yet know your local community foundation, you’ve likely felt its impact.

That’s because [INSERT YOUR FOUNDATION NAME] and more than 780 other community foundations across the country bring donors and residents together in an effort to help the places we call home flourish. Community foundations are local nonprofit organizations run and led by local residents who have an in-depth understanding of the issues, opportunities and resources that shape their community.

Investments made by community foundations take many forms. Here in [INSERT COUNTY/CITY NAME], children are educated, hungry people are fed, housing is found for families in crisis, adults are empowered to complete college degrees, our environment is nurtured, and our economy is strengthened through talent recruitment—and that’s just a small part of what Hoosier philanthropy is doing on a daily basis. 

[bookmark: _GoBack][HIGHLIGHT YOUR FOUNDATION’S COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AND DISCUSS A BROADER CAUSE THAT THE FOUNDATION WORKS ON, DISCUSS THE UNIQUE IMPORTANCE OF THE ISSUE TO OUR COMMUNITY, AND—IF POSSIBLE—HOW YOUR FOUNDATION IS BRINGING TOGETHER STAKEHOLDERS TO CREATE CHANGE.]

The first community foundation in Indiana was established in Indianapolis in 1916, and Indiana has had more growth than any other state. This is thanks in part to an effort launched 25 years ago by Lilly Endowment Inc., to strengthen and expand the growth of community foundations in the state. Today, [INSERT YOUR FOUNDATION NAME] is one of 94 community foundations and county affiliate funds serving every county in our state. These foundations invite everyday people with a vision and a passion for community to create something good and lasting together. 

Community members across the state have helped Indiana’s community foundations build a combined $3 billion in managed assets statewide. These gifts build endowment funds that benefit their communities forever and help create personal legacies. When someone contributes to an endowment managed by the community foundation in his or her home town, the gift is invested over time. 

Earnings from that fund are used to make grants addressing community needs. Each gift—and all future earnings from the gift—is a permanent source of community capital, helping to do good work today and in the future. In 2015 alone, Indiana’s community foundations collectively made 32,900 grants of approximately $133 million to improve life in their communities.  

[LOCAL COMMUNITY FOUNDATION STATISTICS, QUOTE, OR EXAMPLE OF GRANT IMPACT.]

A gift to your local community foundation is really an investment in the future of your community.  During Community Foundation Week, I hope you’ll join us in recognizing our collective impact and the difference we can make together.

For more information on [YOU FOUNDATION NAME] visit [FOUNDATION URL] and follow us on social media.
